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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

-3rr — An image processing apparatus comprisinj?^"^ 
input means for inputting image data^^ 
processing means for quantizing jerrror- correction data 
S obtained by adding error data to >€he image data input by 

said input means so that data/having at least two levels are 
generated; and / 

allocation means fo3? allocating the error data 
generated when the quantization is performed to image data 
which are not quantized; 

wherein in response to a predetermined level of said 
error-correction/data, said processing means outputs, as a 
result of quantization, a different level from a level 
resulting from fundamental processing for said predetermined 
level so as/to prevent a pseudocontour from being generated. 

2. An image processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein/ said allocation means allocates, as the error data, 
the difference between said error- correction data and the 
quantized data having a different level from a level 
resulting from fundamental processing. 



/ 3.^£rffimage processing apparatrttaaccording to Claim 1, 
fjuf^her comprising an output means for outpttt^ing, based on 
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feh e data having at least tw n Iftvftls frnm <-. n ir1 prnni=^rrnq^ 
means, an Image in which the sizes of dots are controlled. 

4. An image processing apparatus according to Claim 3, 
wherein said output means uses ink-jex printing to record an 
image . 
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5. An image processing/method comprising: 
an input step for inputting image data; 

a processing step /or quantizing error-correction data 
^obtained by adding e/ror data to the image data input in 
said input step so/that data having at least two levels are 
generated; and 

an allocation step for allocating the error data 
generated when the quantization is performed to image data 
which are not quantized; 

whereiln in response to a predetermined level of said 
error-corjtection data, in said processing step, a different 
level fr/)m a level resulting from fundamental processing for 
said predetermined level is output as a result of 
quantisation so that a pseudocontour is prevented from being 
generated. 



6 ./'An image processing 



wherein in said allocation step, the 



jethod according to Claim 5 , 

ference betweefl^said 
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e rror -<JOJ _ J.eu lion data and the quai l L ined Qa ia havxng 
different level from a level resulting from j£tfndamental 
processing is allocated as the error d< 



7. An image processing matnod according to Claim 5, 
further comprising an outpirr step for outputting, based on 
the data having at least/two levels from said processing 
step, an image in whioh the sizes of dots are controlled. 



\ 



8. An image/processing method according to Claim 5, 
wherein in said/output step, ink- jet printing is used to 
record an image . 



9. image processing method for allocating, as a 

quantized error, the difference between an input image 
densitW and a quantized image density to surrounding pixels 
arouna a pixel of interest, and setting the average of the 
quantized densities to be equal to said input image density, 
said image processing method comprising: 
a first step for finding error correction data by 
adding said input image density and error data allocated 
f rpm the surrounding pixels ; and 

a second step for outputting, based on the error 
>rrection jdfffa obtained in sa^d^ir^t step, error data and 
4redejfc€rmined quantized data for the surr^mn^ing pixels. 




- 33 - 



■ which arc pro s tor ed in a 




, a different level from a level 
from fundamental processing in accordance with a 
:he error correction data is stored 



quant 



